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Invention The present
invention relates to an

image forming
apparatus, and

particularly to an image
forming apparatus

capable of applying a
white protecting agent
that prevents an image
formation surface from
being contaminated by,

for example, a paper dust
for use in an operation

such as an image forming
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operation, the
contamination being

caused by, for example,
the paper dust of a sheet
being conveyed onto the
image formation surface.

2. Description of the
Related Art In an image
forming apparatus such
as a copier, a printer, a
facsimile, and a digital

multi-functional
apparatus thereof, when

the apparatus is in a
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service mode, a
maintenance worker or a
serviceman is required to
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