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scientists at the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History and the Max Planck
Institute for the Biogeochemistry of the Marine Environment (MPI-M) in collaboration with
scientists from the French Institute for Radiocarbon dating (IRM) and the Department of

Palaeontology (PAL) have for the first time successfully dated a pit dug in the ice of a glacier in
the Kerguelen archipelago. The ice pit is roughly 20 m deep and is 12 m wide. The analysis

showed that it was covered by a thin layer of ice of about 0.5 m thick. Another layer of ice is 2.5
m thick and formed earlier, indicating that the layer of 0.5 m thick is younger than this. A layer

of ice is a key component of the
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