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lipid-film formation. This suggests that the reconstituted HDL is in an orientation which is less
favorable for lipid-removal than that of the native HDL. These results are consistent with previous
experiments (Hughes, J. T. H., and Starling, R. W. (1977) Biochim. Biophys. Acta 445, 247-264) in

which the surface concentration of free cholesterol was found to be reduced by 50% when the highly
reconstituted HDL was compared to the native HDL. However, the surface concentration of free
cholesterol is only reduced to approximately 20% of the control value in systems containing the
highly reconstituted HDL, suggesting that interaction of the latter with the lipid-removing system

does not necessarily reflect the reduced surface concentration of free cholesterol in the native HDL
and that there are other factors which influence the surface concentration of free cholesterol in
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