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installationUyghurs, one of the largest
ethnic group in China with 10 million
living in the northwestern region of the
country, could soon be labeled a
“political group” and lumped together
with about 200 other ethnic and
religious groups in the country. “The
rights of Uyghurs and other minority
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groups are still not protected, and
ethnic and religious discrimination
continues to occur,” the influential civil
rights organization, the China Human
Rights Defenders Committee, said in a
statement carried Monday by the
official Xinhua News Agency. “To
safeguard and enhance the rights of
Uyghurs, we call for protection of the
rights of all ethnic and religious groups
in Xinjiang.” Xinjiang is the traditional
home of the Uighurs, a Turkic ethnic
minority that predates the Muslim faith
and is written in the same language as
Uzbek, Tajik and other Central Asian
languages. It is a majority Muslim
region of more than 10 million people
in northwest China, bordering the
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independent nation of Kazakhstan.
According to rights groups, authorities
often detain Uighurs for even minor
offenses like traveling without a
government-issued passport, and they
have increasingly imposed cultural
restrictions on the area, raising
concerns about the region’s stability.M
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