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gastrointestinal tract in dialysis patients. Apropos

of a series of 70 patients]. Gastro-intestinal
mycosis accounts for more than 30% of the

infections in patients on haemodialysis and for
10% of the overall mortality in these patients. In

this series, 70 patients out of 1435 on
haemodialysis have been studied over one year.
The patients received one or several courses of

fluconazole prophylaxis or treatment of a
gastrointestinal mycosis. The patients with

positive swabs (n = 34) have been treated with
itraconazole or fluconazole; the others have been
given prophylactic treatment without any positive

swab. There were 13 cases of fungal
gastroenteritis, five cases of candidiasis, and 18

cases of oesophagitis, 10 of which were caused by
Candida albicans. The mortality of the patients
with mycoses was 63.2%; only 28.5% of them

were prophylactically treated. A total of 6% of the
episodes of candidiasis and 12% of those of

oesophagitis occurred during fluconazole
treatment. In 8% of the cases of gastro-intestinal
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mycosis, there was no etiologic diagnosis. A total
of 18% of patients were given multiple mycoses.
The series of 70 patients gives an average rate of
89 candidiasis and 2.6 fungal gastroenteritis per
1000 dialysis sessions. The non-specificity of the

symptoms of gastro-intestinal mycoses
complicates diagnosis. The treatment by

fluconazole or itraconazole as a single treatment
or in conjunction with a course of amphotericin B
is effective and safe. There are two drugs which
are superior to the others, i.e. fluconazole and

itraconazole. The comparison of these two drugs
has not been the subject of any study.Q: how to
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