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for the Ramblers
(AP) In the spring
of 2015, Sophia

began a new
chapter in her life.
She went to prom.
"And then I got a

text from the
summer coach,"

said Ariana, a
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University of
Kentucky

freshman. "He was
like, 'Are you still
going?' And I was
like, 'Um, yeah.'
He said 'Well, if

you don't want to
go, I'd be more

than happy to take
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you.' " For the
record: A previous

version of this
story reported that

UK freshmen
Sophia Williams

and Ariana Ballew
were on the same
prom committee.

They were
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members of
different

committees. After
high school,

Sophia, then 16,
moved to

Lexington. On the
first day of her

freshman year, the
first time Ariana
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would see her,
they hugged — as

though they'd
known each other

for years.
Together, the two

became as
inseparable as

they could. While
many women in
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their group had
traveled to classes
and started dating,

the pair never
really left. "We
were with each

other all the time,"
Sophia said. "We

never had a
problem with
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being away from
each other,

because we knew
that we were
going to be

together forever."
More than ever,
college was their
plan. Both would

soon begin to fulfill
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their dreams of
becoming UK

basketball coaches
— Ariana as an
assistant and
Sophia as a
freshman
standout.
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