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tumours, or idiopathic factors. Although most of our patients were

diagnosed as having metastatic disease at the time of
presentation, some patients were diagnosed at the time of

treatment initiation. There are a number of limitations of our
study. First, the single-centre experience, which may not be

generalizable to other institutes. Second, the potential inclusion
bias, which may have resulted in cases of advanced treatment-
refractory patients not being included in our study. Conclusions

{#s5} =========== The results of this study show that
gemcitabine-containing combination chemotherapy appears to

provide modest efficacy for therapy-refractory patients with
advanced BTC. Our findings should be validated in larger and

prospective clinical trials. Meanwhile, it is important to consider
that combination therapy in this setting should incorporate

cisplatin-based regimens. We thank Mengyu He for his help with
data collection. **Contributors:** ZY and YC contributed equally to
this work. ZY, YC, SHC, HBL, LY, TZ, YS and HZ contributed to data
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