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This course explores the role that artists have played in critical
thinking and cultural change. Art, like social change itself, has
the potential to affect and shape the world in new and
unexpected ways. In this course we will look closely at art
movements and movements within art, we will investigate how
art can help us understand the complex political, economic,
and cultural intersections that shape the world today, we will
examine artists that have been critical social scientists,
activists, and educators, and we will examine how art can
contribute to the critical thinking necessary for our present and
future society. The studio course takes as its central concern
the way in which the built environment compels specific
modes of human interaction. These actions, in turn, comprise
the nexus of any aesthetics and performative experience.
While human beings have always made themselves at home in
their terrestrial environment, it is now frequently "naturalized"
that exists only as a means to "mastery" which, through
building, creates "The Order". Considered to be a means of
social control, planning & design increasingly exercise a
normative force upon the day-to-day reality of human
existence. The relative reversibility of man's relationship with
the natural world is a basic postulate to a particular philosophy
of planning, and through its methodology: the discourses of
"representation" & "automation" these principles have
increasingly been fundamental to the process of urbanization
of the last century (though they have their antecedents in the
nineteenth century). This course will illuminate these
principles, and the symbolic and material manifestations of
such relationships, with particular emphasis on architecture.
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