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it is true that the transition to this new model would cause some disruption in the market for old-
fashioned media. but it would only disrupt the market by a tiny bit. the internet has completely
changed the music and video industries in other ways, and it has taken time for the damage to

be fully understood. new artists and new video and audio formats have arisen. music is cheaper.
dvd sales have fallen. there has even been a new form of live performance, the "webcast," that
has supplanted broadcast. thanks to the net, all these new products have existed for years, and
thousands of them are already in place. indeed, many of the changes of recent years, including
the development of hdtv, the introduction of the vcr, and the pc and internet, have raised more

questions than they have answered. for example, lots of consumers still don't know how much of
the content they own is in digital format. many of the things that we take for granted, like the

ability to listen to music on demand or to instantly "borrow" a movie from a friend, did not exist
when the internet became more than an academic concept. that is, they did not exist until

decades of technological development in other areas and the introduction of a new technology
enabled that development. if you're a television producer with a pet project, you may find that
the internet has created a confusing landscape. you might find it difficult to reach an audience.

you may find that this audience is a lot smaller than you expected. however, the nearly universal
adoption of broadband internet and computer technology means that, unless the new internet-

based technologies either fail or are replaced by other technologies, you cannot avoid the
transition to digital media.
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but there is a moral obligation, at
the very least, to curb the harm

done by the internet "piracy"
industry. if we allow this industry

to force consumers to pay a
premium to download their videos
and films, then that industry will

keep those premium prices for far
longer than they need to. the

most important thing is to remind
ourselves that movie and music

videos are not, in and of
themselves, valuable. in that

respect, it makes no difference
whether they are downloaded

from reputable websites or
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people rip them from a cracked
movie cd. if they are really

missing something, it's because
we have not had good access to
the music or videos. movie and

music makers would not be losing
anything if people would just stop
downloading movies and music.
it's as though the us government
had to determine how much to
charge for digital downloads of

books, cds, and dvds. the movie
and music industries would

continue to get well-made movies
and music made even better if

people paid for them. it's not right
to take people's personal

property without giving them a
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fair price for it. will that happen?
the effects of digital movie piracy
in the us are still relatively new

and the government isn't entirely
sure what impact it will have on
the media industry. so the jury is
still out. but, if we continue to let
the internet piracy industry make

that call for us, we will end up
being subjected to downloads

forever. let's hope we are not in
that position. it's been fun, but

let's keep watching . the system
would be more effective as a

deterrent to download cheaters if
its first part--the checking of each
site against the most recent local

copy of the safe browsing
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list--were delayed for a longer
period of time, perhaps by

several days. sometime over the
course of the day, the tracker
would send the first part of the
partial url fingerprints to google
for verification. at the same time
it would send the second part to

the selected members of the
sample. only if the sites were
verified to be on the list would
each site receive an ok from

google, so that the timer could
complete and its statistics could

be transmitted to the other
members. (this is a classic case
where the tracker is doing work
outside of the sample: the work
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has to be done separately
because the members of the

sample have inconsistent access
to the sites on which they wish to

check.) to filter out all the
legitimate tracks during this

phase would require a substantial
number of false positives. in

principle, this filtering might be
done at the expense of accuracy,
if the system included an option

to reject a site if too many
questionable sites had been

checked, regardless of whether
the list was negative or positive.

another problem is that
legitimate site administrators
might sometimes voluntarily
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change their urls. for example,
some sites might have urls that

include a hash as part of the
fragment, since theyre using a url
shortening service. google would

need to be given a reasonable
period of time to learn and
update its list if many such

services were to simultaneously
change their urls, so the

information that resulted from
such a sudden alteration couldnt
be taken at face value. google

says it normally gets an updated
list from automattic every

tuesday and that on tuesdays at
noon the server status page for
google.com will be updated to
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show how many sites have been
checked. 5ec8ef588b
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