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Pdf Free 114A wedding day is a
momentous occasion — like, you know,
its own big blue dot. And as you've
undoubtedly heard, that big blue dot is
the topic of today's Geek Out item —
the quantum suicide thread. The timing
of today's article, which includes
roughly 20 pages of unintelligible
double-speak, is fascinatingly symbolic:
it falls on the first day of winter. On a
very weird day, to be precise. The first
day of winter that's in the middle of the
day. And it's cold. Because astronomers
have a serious habit of thinking up new



ways of measuring "centuries" instead
of "decades" or whatever, they now
have an official definition of a "century"
— and it's rather ingenious: The
average age of the universe, within a
certain statistical margin of error, is
estimated to be somewhere between
13.8 and 13.9 billion years old, with
13.85 billion years the current accepted
value, and 13.91 billion years the oldest
value ever confirmed (Observations of
the Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy
Probe). Taking advantage of this
approximate consensus of scientists in
the field of astrobiology,
astropaleontology, and
cosmochemistry, the editors and
scientists of the Journal of Cosmology
have defined a new method of
quantifying the duration of the universe



as 1.0 century. Okay, so that sounds
simple enough: a century is equivalent
to, let's say, eight billion seconds or
eight billion years. A bit like the eight-
hour rule, except for time and instead
of hours. But as you know, as we know,
that doesn't really answer the most
important question of all: How long has
the universe been going on? No, no.
This isn't one of those questions. Photo
by Patricio Guzmán in the Creative
Commons. It is yours. See, you might
reasonably be thinking that, yes, any
time you can figure out a definition of a
century — or a decade, or a year, or
any other arbitrary unit of time — you
might as well go ahead and actually
answer that most important question.
And you're pretty sure that's where
you're going. And you might be right. N
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