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Bengaluru: Kannada film industry stalwart Ravi Krishnan died on September 27 at a private hospital
in Bengaluru. His death was confirmed by the AIADMK on October 2. Ravi, who had won an
unprecedented seven National Awards for his films, including Ramaraayi Chettu (1983), had been
suffering from pancreatic cancer. Between 2006 and 2008, he worked on a number of Kannada films
such as Sye (2007), Jogi (2007), Sutturi (2007) and Gokul (2007). The local media reported he was in
his element when he was making such films. Since 2006, he had directed just one film, Kodanda
Rama. But he completed work on a sequel to this film. He also directed a popular Kannada TV serial.
In 2012, he launched his own production house for Kannada films. Ravi Krishnan was born on
January 1, 1944 at Mangalore in the erstwhile Mysore State to Uma and Kannan Krishnan. He has
two brothers, both of whom are in the music field. Ravi passed out of Arts College, Bangalore
University, in 1965. He started his career as a clerk in the postal department. His talent for painting
brought him to the notice of the famous scriptwriter, C K Kamala Devi. He got the opportunity to
script the first Kannada movie with her as the story writer and Ravi as the assistant director. The
movie was Thaarathai (1967), starring M. P. Shankar, R. Nagendra Rao and Mumtaz. He debuted as
a director in 1969 with the film Bandaru Bullodu, directed by Suryanelli Subbarao. He would later
become a good friend of B. R. Chopra, a veteran director of Hindi films, who would come to turn
Kannada movies into a treat, as they had been before Ravi. Ravi came under the tutelage of T. N.
Mahalingam, another legendary Kannada director. T. N. Mahalingam had given him the
responsibility of working on the crew for his movie Chanchala (1970), which was
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