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cancer therapies in the management of patients with prostate
cancer. Prostate cancer (CaP) is the most common cancer in
men in North America, and the second most common cause
of death in men. Until the 1970s, CaP was considered a
tumor of older men and rarely occurred in patients younger
than 40 years old. However, the past 3 decades have
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witnessed a dramatic increase in the incidence of CaP in
younger patients, especially among black men. Although
androgen ablation is the only current treatment with proven
efficacy in metastatic CaP, it does not cure this condition,
and most patients ultimately relapse. More than half of such
relapses are hormone-refractory, and patients with
metastatic disease are treated with a systemic therapy. First-
generation chemotherapeutic agents for metastatic CaP
mainly consisted of orchiectomy (in combination with other
agents in selected cases), androgen deprivation, and
estrogens; however, none of them produced significant
responses and a significant percentage of patients developed
progressive or relapsing disease. During the past decade,
high-dose chemotherapy with stem cell rescue has become
available for patients with Ca
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